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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I’m glad to officially welcome you back from Spring Break and into the fourth 
and final marking period of the school year. I hope you were able to enjoy the time 
off with your family and friends. This week’s edition of The Herald is a special 
two-week publication. I’m very excited to share with you all of our updates and 
accomplishments, from the week leading up to break until now.

On Wednesday, April 12th, Hoboken High School hosted the Annual Signing Day 
Ceremony. Family, friends, coaches, teachers, and administrators were on-hand to 
celebrate five of our Redwing student-athletes, as they officially signed to continue 
their athletic careers at the collegiate level. Please join me in once again applauding 
and wishing the best of luck to seniors Wilden Germain, Tariq Felton, Eddie Wilson, 
and Ali and Jaeda Henriquez.

Our students in the Classrooms Without Walls Program were truly inspired by their 
trip to London and Paris that began on April 13th. You can relive some of their 
journey by checking out some of their breathtaking photography in the April 28 
edition of the Hoboken High School Weekly Update. In addition, be on the lookout 
for a narrated powerpoint presentation of the trip and a number of powerful student 
testimonials.  

I want to extend a special thank you to Leo’s Grandevous for helping our Rockin’ 
Redwings raise funds for their upcoming trip to Washington DC. The Spring Wine 
Tasting and Dinner on April 18th was a tremendous success, and we are very 
fortunate to have such wonderful neighbors in the Hoboken community. I would 
also like to thank Little City Books for partnering with Mrs. Karen Koerner and 
Mrs. Michelle McGreivey and inviting our students to visit the popular bookstore 
and recite original poems and those already published about notable and influential 
women in history.

I want to give a special shout out to Hoboken High School March student of the 
month, Adrian Rey aka DJ Rey, who helped us continue our mission of positive 
community outreach over the break. On Friday April 21st, DJ Rey was on the 1’s 
and 2’s at Cyclebar, helping riders find their groove! 

Special congratulations are also in order for Hoboken High School students Gabriel 
Pineiro and Anthony Sessa for winning the Hudson County Coalition for a Drug 
Free America PSA contest on April 26. Their 30 second PSA premiered at an 
event at St. Peter’s University, where Gabriel and Anthony were presented with 
a certificate for their achievement. Their PSA was also submitted to the NJ High 
School Film Festival. 

On Friday, Hoboken High School’s award winning Drama Club presented a staged 
reading of the play Fortune. The reading was simulcast to a live audience in Annapolis 
Royal, Nova Scotia, where much of the play takes place. Our students hosted a 
question and answer session with the live audience following the performance. 
Click here for more information.

Also in the Hoboken High School Weekly Updates published this week, you’ll 
also find news and information from our guidance department and athletic 
department, student center, and classrooms. Of special note are items such as the 
AP testing schedule, information on the upcoming National Decision Day, and the 
Rockin’ Redwings participation in Hudson County’s commemoration of the 100th 
Anniversary of the United States’ Involvement in World War I.

As always in The Herald, you’ll find classroom news, school updates, and upcoming 
events from our Early Childhood, Elementary, and Middle School programs. 

Please join me in giving a round of applause to one of our elementary school music 
teachers, Ms. Maria Monblatt, as she was selected to serve as a guest lecturer at her 
alma mater, Catholic University over the break. Maria commented on her experience 
saying, “It was truly a unique and rewarding visit, and I was so proud to share my 
experiences working in this district with aspiring educators.” Congratulations on 
your hard work, we are very proud!

Monday, April 24th marked the start of the Week of the Young Child. The Week 
of the Young Child is dedicated to celebrating early learning, young children, 
their teachers and families. I am confident you will enjoy reading about all of our 
activities surrounding this special time for our youngest learners.

On Friday, the budding young kindergarten and first grade thespians at Brandt 
wowed the audience with a spectacular performance of Ivy & Bean, the Musical. Our 
students were so excited to present this year’s selection, and truly did a marvelous 
job. Be sure to check out some of the scenes below!

At the elementary and middle school levels, we have some very exciting student 
achievements, you’ll hear from our teachers, guidance counselors, and nurses, 
recap special events like the Connors Art Show, and look ahead to some of our 
exciting upcoming opportunities.

Mrs. Christina Arnone’s fourth grade class at Wallace were crowned the winners of 
the Hudson County Mini-Mock Trial at the William J. Brennan Courthouse in Jersey 
City. Mrs. Arnone’s class defeated other schools from around Hudson County, and 
have been invited to attend the 2017 Law Day Award Ceremony on May 1st.

We continue to expand our opportunities for unique learning experiences. On May 
2nd, students from each of our schools across the district will participate in the 
Global Day of Design, in order to celebrate the engineering design process.  On 
May 13th, forty 5th and 6th Hoboken Public School District students will take 
part in the Junior Academy Model United Nations Conference set to take place 
at the Bergen County Academy in Hackensack, NJ.  And on May 20th, a team of 
Hoboken High School and Elementary School students will be competing in the 
Stevens Institute Math Olympiad.

I’d like to congratulate eighteen of our Hoboken Public School district students 
for achieving the High Honors designation for their performance on the Math, 
Verbal or both sections of the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Talent 
Search held last May. The following students placed in the top 20% of over 30,000 
total students tested: Tomasz Botwicz, Seshan Ganesan, Leo Papaneophytou, Leo 
DeCock, Adrian Jiansky, Thomas Mathew, Madison Walia-Peters, Morgan Walia-
Peters, Lucas Daly, David Dedic, Mila Gaglio, Colin Jette, Daniel Haiduc, Aidan 
Lamb, Zoe Magaletta, Sava Tomin, Charlotte Yang, and Sanjna Samrai. These 
students will be honored at an awards ceremony at Rutgers University in May. 

Now that the month of April has come to a close and inclement weather risks 
have faded, I would like to present the revised 2016-2017 district calendar.  The 
modifications on this calendar reflect the original notations indicating that if we 
were to use more than one snow day, the last of of school and graduation and 
accompanying days leading up to the end of school would be pushed back.  As 
noted on the revised calendar, early dismissal days have been shifted and our last 
day of school and high school graduation will now be on Thursday, June 22nd.

On April 25th, Classroom Close-up New Jersey visited Hoboken High School to 
interview and film Ms. Danielle Miller and all of our K-12 students participating in our 
district-wide musical.  Classroom Close-up New Jersey will feature the uniqueness 
and grand benefits of bringing children of all ages together to experience the joys 
of the performing arts.  This segment on our district musical, our students, and Ms. 
Miller and her staff will air on October 15th and November 19th on NJTV at 7:30 
AM, 12:30 PM, and 7:30 PM.  As you know, our award winning Theater Department 
will be delighting audiences with Peter Pan, Broadway’s Timeless Musical. Tickets 
can be purchased online at https://hhsnj.booktix.com/ for performances at 7 PM on 
May 19th, 2 PM on May 20th, and 2 PM on May 21st. I am confident this year’s 
musical, just like all others, will delight audiences of all ages. 

Finally, this past Thursday evening, Mr. Chris Della Fave, Director of the Passport 
to Learning After School Program hosted an information and registration session 
highlighting next year’s program.  The presentation included an overview of all 
new courses and some modifications made to the overall structure of the program 
based upon parental and staff feedback.  Our Passport to Learning Parent Advisory 
Committee was incredibly helpful in providing the necessary support and guidance 
as we enhanced the program for the future.  I am so happy to announce that in 
addition to dance, art, theater,chorus, chess, fitness, literary magazine and coding 
to name a few enrichment courses set to be offered again, an exciting line-up of 
new classes have also been slated.  Some new options now include Latin, Zoology, 
Yoga, Golf, Environmental Science, Comic Book Design, and MathCircles in 
partnership with Stevens Institute of Technology.  The Passport to Learning After 
School Program runs daily when school is in full-session, from dismissal until 6:00 
PM in Brandt, Calabro, Connors, and Wallace for students in grades K-6.  Mr. Della 
Fave’s presentation and the registration process can be accessed on our district’s 
website on the Passport to Learning page.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal
Greetings Brandt Families, 

Spring is definitely in the air! The children are excited to finally usher in some 
warm weather after some of the heavy rains of this week. 

They have been enjoying playing on the rooftop and visiting our local parks for 
outdoor gross motor play. The flowers will soon bloom but our students have beat 
them to it! They are expressing themselves with more clarity, adding details to their 
stories, walking with confidence and really enjoying school. It is a sight to behold 
every morning when students line up outside and position themselves for entry into 
our school. They are excited to come and begin the day. There are many popular 
indicators of a successful school, most notably that the children enjoy attending. 
We are so happy to welcome them and glad that they feel like this is a special place.

My favorite day of the month is when I have the Student of the Month Luncheon. 
On this day the 9 students of the month sit and eat with me in my office and we talk 
about all sorts of interesting topics. Just recently, I had the pleasure of this moment 
and I asked them about our school. I wanted to know what about it made them love 
it. These are some of the responses: I like the homework because I get to write and 
draw, I like seeing my friends, working in centers, lunch, and recess, doing math, 
and playing tag with my friends on the rooftop playground. 

I know that during the break you encouraged them to continue to write, to continue 
to interact with numbers, to continue to discover, and to continue to play. Together 
we are building the future of this great city and they appreciate it and love us for it. 

Our Spring Theatrical Production of Ivy & Bean has taken the town by storm. Our 
young thespians took the stage with poise and confidence. My gratitude goes out to 
our Artistic Lead, Ms. Traina and all of the Specials Teachers. The work that went 
into this production was awe inspiring. 

Finally, next week I celebrate a personal milestone. I will have served as your 
Principal for 3-years. Hoboken and its children and families have inspired me to 
serve at the highest level. I am grateful that our collective visions align and am 
looking forward to many years to come. 

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On 
Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

The 3rd Marking Period has ended, and report cards were made available through 
Genesis on Tuesday, April 25, 2017.  Hard copies were also sent home.  I encourage 
you to review the report card with your child and discuss his/her progress.  I firmly 
believe that your involvement enhances your child’s learning experience. We are 
always willing to meet with you to best support your child’s academic, behavioral, 
and social needs.

Great job by our 6th grade students who completed PARCC testing on Monday, 
April 10th!  We must also recognize our teachers who served as school test 
administrators and did an excellent job throughout the weeks of testing.  As an 
entire school community, we truly worked together to ensure that our students had 
a positive experience while they strived to do their best

In this special two-week edition, we highlight our 4th grade classroom with Ms. 
Terhune and our 5th grade classroom with Ms. Leon.  Our 4th grade students 
experienced a new technological resource called Plickers, which was used as a 
formative assessment.  You will see our 5th grade students enjoying a healthy 
competition involving math fluency.  Calabro also had a special visitor.  Our new 
middle school principal, Dr. Davis, took a tour of the school and met with our 6th 
grade students.  You can also read about our Kindergarten class who celebrated 
the Week of the Young Child with a trip to the Hoboken Historical Museum, and 
learn some great activities with our Response to Intervention (RTI) specialist, 
Ms. Szymanski, as her students practiced reading skills through Reader’s Theater.  
Finally, our 6th grade students enjoyed a Kahoot activity during Math class.  Check 
out the pictures of our teachers and students participating in these valuable learning 
experiences.

To celebrate Autism Awareness Month, students in Passport to Learning this week 
created posters to show their support.  The posters were placed around the all-
purpose room for everyone to enjoy. Thank you to Mrs. De La Rosa and staff for 
organizing this activity for our students to enjoy.  It was a valuable experience as 
they continued learning more about autism. 

Thank you to the parents and guardians who joined us at our April Morning Meeting.  
Among other celebrations from the 3rd Marking Period, we recognized 22 students 
with perfect attendance and 26 students who made first and second honors in our 
4th-6th grades!!  Congratulations to our 3rd grade for the month of March and 
our 6th grade for the month of April as champions of the “Principal’s Attendance 
Challenge.” The class with the best attendance for the month receives recognition 
and an award.  Please continue to encourage your child to come to school on time 
each day. Your support is greatly appreciated!

On Tuesday, April 25th, all students enjoyed a Dino Rocks museum exhibit of 
approximately 25 life-size pieces cast from original fossils as well as real fossils. 
Thank you to our PTO for bringing this program to Calabro! The program consisted 
of an interactive show with audience volunteers and a hands-on activity.  After the 
show, students visited a museum shop to purchase a take home item.  Additional 
items can be purchased online. We must also thank our parent/guardian volunteers 
who helped make the museum shop an enjoyable experience for our students.

Please also remember that our Title I Lending Library is always available for 
families to borrow a book to enjoy! The books are organized by grade level and are 
designed in a manner to be read in collaboration by adult and child.

Lastly, Wednesday, April 26th was Administrative Professionals Day.  We 
recognized and celebrated our school clerk, Ms. Pala, for all of her efforts this 
school year.  Our main office functions smoothly as a result of her hard work and 
commitment each day!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

I am very excited about the events that we had at Connors School this month. 
Before the spring break, We had a successful art showcase here at Connors. The 
students displayed their talents through the arts and it was a pleasure for all to see 
and hear. One of our very own 6th grade students (Queyonna Inellus) composed the 
musical selection played by our school band. We are proud of our young scholars 
for letting their light shine and grateful to the school community for their attendance 
to our event. Our PTO co-chairs (Amanda Lewandowski and Courtney Supple) 
organized a team of parents who executed the evening with precision. Our staff did 
an amazing job assisting with the setup of the event. It was a pleasure for me to hear 
the compliments that were paid to Ms. Musella and Mr. Azzarto in regard to the 
work that they do here at Connors. I see the amazing work that they do daily and 
was excited for our community to see them as the true gems that we value.

This week, I am shining the spotlight on many of our classes and the exciting projects 
and activities occurring in each classroom. Each grade level has participated in 
some very exciting learning opportunities. I am confident you will be as amazed by 
our students as I am.

As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success 
of every child.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian 
Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside the classroom. 

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Welcome back! I hope your spring break was restful and allowed for some great 
quality time with family and friends. I am thrilled to say that Wallace School picked 
right back up where we left off before our recess. Our students and staff continue 
to produce quality work day in and day out. 

In this installment of our glimpse into Wallace, you can catch up on what Ms. 
Lemberg and our Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade students are exploring in 
counseling and character building sessions. Ms. Safko, Ms. Dziuba, and Mr. Enrico 
offer another glimpse into our fantastic music department. Be sure to check out their 
calendar of upcoming events. We also continued our recognition of April as Autism 
Awareness Month. In addition to the message on our outside marquee, students and 
staff recently wore blue to show their support for this great initiative. We also had a 
visit from a performance group that highlights environmental awareness, as well as 
a visit from Dr. Sharon Davis, our new Hoboken Middle School principal. 

Recently in fourth grade, our team pondered ways in which we can help the earth 
in recognition of Earth Day on April 22. Ms. Versaci included a question about 
helping the planet on her weekly hot topic bulletin board. The other fourth grade 
team members incorporated the Dr. Seuss character of the Lorax into a writing 
assignment. Students had to speak for the environment in a style similar to that of 
the beloved character. 

In sixth grade, our English Language Arts team did a great job incorporating social 
studies into a writing assignment. Our students read about and researched the 
Great Chicago Fire of 1871. They then had to write a letter to the mayor proposing 
changes to the fire code in order to prevent such tragedies from happening in the 
future. These rubric-scored pieces of writing are now proudly displayed in the sixth 
grade hallway. 

Elsewhere in the building, a common theme centers on how much students have 
“grown” since the start of the school year. A walk through the first, second, and 
third grade hallways give a glimpse into student reflections on writing prompts of 
this subject, just in time as the flowers begin to grow during springtime. 

Our PARCC administration continued this week as our fifth and sixth grade friends 
engaged with the assessment. PARCC testing at Wallace will conclude next week 
as fifth grade will finish Monday, sixth grade will finish Tuesday, and make-ups for 
all grades are scheduled to start Wednesday. 

This is one of those milestone moments in every school year that is cause for 
reflection. I am truly grateful to serve such a dynamic and vibrant student body. 
The accomplishments of our students never cease to amaze me.  I am grateful for 
the support and trust of our parent community. Together we are working to ensure 
the children of Hoboken will have a solid foundation upon which they will build 
wonders. And I am grateful for the hard work and dedication of a fantastic staff. 
Simply put: thank you for all that you do for our kids. 

Martin Shannon, Principal

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

April showers bring May flowers.  The 4th marking period is in full effect.  Report 
cards went live on Genesis this week.  There have been many exciting changes this 
year, and many more still to come.  

As always there are a lot of end of year activities coming up.  Field Day is scheduled 
for May 26th.  Our amazing PTO is looking for volunteers and donations.  If you 
are interested in being a part of this great day please reach out to the PTO.  Students 
will be receiving an order form for the HMS Memory Book, please keep an eye out.  
We still have opportunities for our “ted-style” passion talks. If you are interested 
please reach out to Ms. Donnelly.

Clubs continue to meet on a regular basis, please encourage your child to attend 
one of the club meetings. 

As always thank you for your continued support of our program.  

---Dr. Davis and Ms. Donnelly

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken 
Public School District has been busy. Click the picture 
above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

Work Out with Susan!

The Brandt Staff is engaging in team building exercises 
and focusing on health as we prepare for summer.  Susan 
Tee Fitness of Hoboken has been gracious enough 
to volunteer to lead weekly workout sessions for the 
Early Childhood Staff after school.  Once a week, we 
come together to sweat, laugh and focus on ourselves.  
We hope this shows the children of the Brandt school 
how important it is to make healthy lifestyle decisions.  
Susan’s motto “It’s not how you start, its how you finish,” 
allows all staff members to feel welcomed to join in the 
fun at their own level.  We look forward to continuing 
this partnership with Susan, monitoring our progress and 
building our Brandt Bear community.

The rooftop garden is underway!  The Kindergarten and first grade students enjoyed 
getting their hands dirty as they worked together to clean out the beds, prepare the 
soil and plant seeds.  They planted zinnias, cosmos, and black eyed susan flowers 
as well as 5 different herbs (basil, mint, oregano, rosemary, and borage).  In the 
vegetable beds, they are growing rainbow swiss chard, beans, kale, and beets.  Ms 
Forte taught the children about different growing conditions, how to care for plants 
and what to expect as the seeds mature.  In the upcoming weeks, the children will 
continue to help the garden grow while learning about the maturation process and 
gardening techniques.  We are hoping our garden will attract bees, butterflies, and 
birds so our learners can understand the relationships within the natural world, and 
how we can benefits from these relationships.

Mad Math Minutes

Leah Mermelstein Comes to Brandt
The Kindergarten and First 
Grade Teams were very 
fortunate to meet and speak 
with Leah Mermelstein, 
author of “Self-Directed 
Writers”, regarding 
teachers’ experiences in 
educating young writers 
and to help construct the 
teams’ collective work 
moving forward.

Ms. Mermelstein, also a 
parent of a PreK3 student, 
shared her experience as an author and as a mother of a young writer.  She was 
extremely impressed with the progress her young daughter has made and wanted to 
help teachers in Brandt expand the writing through the grades. 

Ms. Mangione & Ms. Impreveduto’s classes were lucky enough to have Ms. 
Mermelstein come in and engage in a Writer’s Workshop lesson and tutorial for 
one period last week.  Ms. Mermelstein got the students excited about writing and 
not only read a story (with incredible enthusiasm and expression) but modeled how 
she creates a first draft of her own book.

The students were engaged in conversation with Ms. Mermelstein about how she 
comes up with an idea for a story and what she does to really paint a picture for 
the reader.  The students then broke out to independently create their own book or 
story.  Ms. Mermelstein conferenced with individual students and help guide them 
through the process of being writers.

Students then gathered on the carpet to share their work.  They read their story 
and then Ms. Mermelstein read it again.  She then gave the class a few minutes of 
quiet thinking time to come up with some questions for the author.  As time went 
on more and more hands went up.  Students helped one another edit their work and 
add more details to their stories.  After Ms. Mermelstein’s visit the children have 
been asking every day when they can write their next story. We are so excited about 
Writer’s Workshop moving forward and are very grateful to Ms. Mermelstein for 
this amazing experience.

Over the past few weeks, kindergarten students in Ms. Ayers’ class have explored 
various animals and their habitats.  Last week, they created model representations 
of a selected animal and where it lives using supplies within the classroom.  As an 
extension, students wrote sentences about the habitat that they chose.

Ms. Leon’s 5th grade students continually look 
forward to completing their daily math fluency/ 
mad math minutes. Students enjoy logging 
their daily progress, challenging themselves 
to improve upon their score and striving to 
reach their personal weekly goal. This past 
week the students were required to correctly 
answer 80 multiplication problems within 3 
minutes. The results were outstanding! Of the 
18 students, 15 scored 100% while 3 scored 
99%. The students are both eager and excited 
for next week’s challenge of answering 360 
multiplication problems within 3 minutes. 
Their hard-work and dedication to mad math 
minutes is being displayed during their daily 
math lessons.

Reader’s Theater

First, second, and third grade students in Ms. Szymanski’s 
RTI class practice reading skills through reader’s 
theater. Reader’s theater offers an entertaining and 
engaging means of improving fluency and enhancing 
comprehension. The reading of the scripts help to 
increase a student’s reading rate and automaticity while 
motivating those students who are reluctant to reread 
texts. It also provides fluent readers the opportunity to 
explore genre and characterization. When students use this 
repeated reading strategy, it gives them the opportunity to 
practice speaking skills such as pronunciation, inflection, 
expression, and varied volume.   

Students read to convey meaning using their voice, facial 
expressions, and gestures. They also analyze and respond 
to literature. First grade students pictured are performing 
the popular story “The Three Billy Goats Gruff.” Second 
and third grade students are reading “City Mouse, 
Country Mouse.” Although costumes and props are not 
necessary for readers theater, students enjoy creating a 
mask to represent their character.

Autism Awareness Posters

The Rooftop Garden

This year, our Pre- K teachers at St. Francis celebrated 
Earth Day and taught children about sustainability  by 
creating murals and bulletin boards out of recycled 
materials. This taught the children that art can be created 
in any form and using any medium. Teachers also took 
the opportunity to embed some academic concepts while 
teaching our young environmentalist all about this topic. 
Take a look at some of the finished products below!

Catching Up With Our District

Wilden Germain, Tariq Felton, Eddie Wilson, Ali 
Henriquez and Jaeda Henriquez on Signing Day!

Our Classrooms Without Walls Group on their European 
adventure! Read the Hoboken High School Weekly 
Update for more information and photos!

Thank you Little City Books for hosting a group of our 
HHS poets!

Ms. Maria Monblatt lecturing at her alma mater Catholic 
University!

“Don’t Be a Litterbug!”

Earth Awareness in Room 303

It was a very fun and creative Enrichment Period in Mrs. 
Gavin’s classroom on Friday, April 7th.  The students 
got to rummage through all of the recycled materials 
that they gathered throughout the week to create their 
very own “litterbug”.  It was the perfect culminating 
activity for the students to engage in as they wrapped 
up the third week of Reading Wonders’ curriculum, Unit 
7,  Animal Habitats.   “Week 3” in the unit dealt with 
the essential question, “Where do animals live?”  As 
the students delved into multiple genres about animal 
habitats, it was inevitable and only appropriate that they 
would make text-to-self connections and ponder over, 
“What can I do to protect and save animal habitats?”  It 
became a wonderful teaching opportunity to bind this 
connection with the overarching theme this month of 
Earth Awareness.  

The student’s excitement 
in the activity exuded 
empowerment as they 
learned that there are 
things they  can do to 
protect animal habitats.  
They learned that 
littering is not only bad 
for the planet, but it can 
also harm animal life.  
Students learned that 
trash can make its way 
into lakes, rivers, and 
oceans and affect sealife.  

Water pollution is one of many reasons that has caused 
the endangerment of sea turtles; which in turn is affecting 
the coral reefs of the world and will inevitably affect 
beaches.  The students were particularly moved to learn 
that if things remain as they are, sea turtles will be extinct 
in 15 years.  One of the things that they can do to protect 
animal habitats is by they, themselves not littering AND 
by raising awareness to others about Earth issues that 
concern them; hence the slogan, “Don’t Be a Litterbug”.  
The overall turnout of this project was immense; the 
students attained a boost in their environmental and 
climate literacy that fueled their ingenuity as they created 
these amazing “litterbugs”. 

Week of the Young Child

The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration 
to celebrate early learning, children, their teachers and 
families. 

Here at Brandt school we had a week long celebration of 
activities that involved the entire school community. 

On Monday, students participated in a planting activity 
that took place on the rooftop garden as well as in class 
mediation. On Tuesday, students wore their silliest socks 
to school.  Wednesday, children were able to get creative 
and wear their hair wacky. Students had pencils in their 
hair, ribbon, wigs, and some even colored their hair. 
Thursday was a time for the students to unwind and wear 
their favorite pajamas to school. Friday was Brandt Pride 
day and our spring musical Ivy and Bean! T

This week was filled with engaging, community building 
activities for the entire Brandt community.  We are so 
happy to be able to involve the whole school and see 
children and families from Prek 3 through first grade 
participating.  Students in Room 314 were eager to show 
off their wacky hair and pajamas.

Scenes from Ivy & Bean!

Earth Day in Pre K 

Hoboken Early Childhood Council

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(HECAC) was welcomed at the Rue Pre-K site and 
Connors Pre-K site recently.  HECAC members tabled 
with our spring Pre-K survey in order to give families the 
opportunity to share their thoughts and experiences about 
the Early Childhood Education Program.  Many thanks 
to Diana Milne, Martha Perez, and Milagros Rivera from 
HOPES Cap, Inc. for assisting with this effort!

If you haven’t had a chance to fill out the survey, we 
encourage Pre-K families to please do so online:  https://
goo.gl/forms/ZRSnbrDZViBZMivJ3

All responses are anonymous and help us to continue to 
meet the needs of Hoboken families.

A New Way to Formative Assess

A Message from  Fourth Grade Teacher Mrs. Terhune

In 4th grade, there is a new way 
to administer quick formative 
assessments to end lessons or 
check for understanding.  Using 
the website and app, Plickers 
(www.plickers.com), teachers 
can create questions based on 
lessons or literature read to 
assess student understanding 
in the blink of an eye.  Each 
student is given a unique Plicker Card.  Students read the question and possible 
answers on the SMART board, and then turn their card to show their answer choice.  
With a quick scan of the classroom, using an iPhone or iPad, answers are recorded 
immediately.  As the data are collected, teachers can see who got the answer correct 
or incorrect, as each student is linked to a specific card.  Students also have the 
opportunity to change their answer by changing their card.  The app continues to 
collect data until all cards have been put down.  Students know when their answer 
has been registered, because their name changes from grey to blue on the SMART  
board.  When all students have answered, the correct answer is revealed along with 
whether or not students chose the correct or incorrect answer.                                        

In the photos, students are taking a 10 question quiz based on the Scholastic News 
article, “Don’t Be Fooled by Fake News!” which they read for their Night Write.  
Students love the immediate feedback and I do too!  This app helps me know 
immediately who is struggling, who didn’t understand the concept, or who needs 
to re-read.  Fourth grade student Ethan Ortiz commented, “This is more fun than 
taking a test with a pencil.”  Fourth grade student Jordan Cintron said, “Plickers is 
a fun and interactive way for testing.”  There is no hiding that Plickers is a quick, 
fun, and engaging way to assess, and my students are not missing the pencil and 
paper quizzes!  In fact, Fourth grade student Madeline French commented, “It is 
much better for the environment because we are not using as much paper, since we 
reuse our cards.”  Who knew testing could be so fun?  In my classroom, Plickers 
is here to stay!  

A Blast from the Past

On our trip to the Hoboken Historical Museum, students 
explored and analyzed objects from the museum’s 
collection as they developed math and interpretation 
skills.  Students also learned about the past and the people 
who lived it.  Kindergarten students were exposed to the 
many architectural styles of the buildings, old and new, 
as seen on the city streets of Hoboken. When students 
arrived at the museum they cut and glued construction 
paper shapes such as triangle, square and rectangle 
to create a house. This method helps young children 
experience math by integrating ways to explore through 
manipulatives.

Dinosaurs Come to Calabro

Special thanks to our PTO for bringing the Dinosaurs 
Rock Museum Shop to us.  During the Dinosaurs Rock 
program, students learned about dinosaur fossils from a 
traveling museum of real fossils and recreations. There 
was an interactive show as well as a hands-on activity 
with the dinosaur fossils.  All students in grades K-6 
were engaged in this activity.   The show took place on 
Tuesday, April 25th; the Dinosaurs Rock Museum Shop 
was available for students to purchase unique fossil and 
mineral items.

A Note from the Nurse
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week
The first week of May is Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week.  This week 
is centered around raising awareness about the mental health needs of America’s 
youngest citizens.  It is a week to focus on children and youth living with mental 
illness and to come together to advocate for a full array of effective services and 
support for children affected by mental illness.  

Good mental health is essential to a child’s overall health and development, as 
well as to their ability to learn in school, live with their family and thrive in their 
community.  

Please visit Nami.org for more information on Children’s Mental Health or ask 
your school counselor or school nurse.

A Message From The Principal

Inside the Classroom...

Kindergarten

First and second graders had a special visit from the New York University Dental 
Students. Our students learned all about dental hygiene and the correct way to 
brush our teeth (sing the birthday song twice!). We had a blast! 

First and Second Grade

4th grade students in Ms. Rodriguez’s class are exploring a variety of resources in 
order to research behavioral and physical adaptations that help animals survive.

Fourth Grade

Connors Art Show

The first annual Connors Art Showcase was a huge success! 
Students, staff, families, and community members all 
experienced a wonderful event sponsored by our fantastic 
PTO. In addition to highlighting the artwork of every 
student in the school under the guidance of our world-
class art teacher Ms. Musella, the students in our chorus 
and band also wowed the audience with their musical 
abilities. The band played an original piece composed by 
Queyonna Inellus, a 6th grade student here at Connors. 
Mr. Azzarto led the musical performances. The PTO 
created amazing raffle baskets and silent auction items 
using donations from all over the community. We would 
like to give a special shout out to our PTO co-chairs, Ms. 
Supple and Ms. Lewandowski. We would also like to 
thank all of the parent volunteers who helped organize 
the baskets, acquire donations, and set up our gym. It was 
a wonderful event for the Connors community.        

Girls Night!

This week we had another great event here at Connors. 
I had the opportunity to host our 4th, 5th and 6th grade 
girls for dinner. Superintendent Johnson spoke to our 
girls and provided them with some inspiring words. 
Assemblywoman Chaparro was our guest speaker and 
she spoke with the girls about her background and 
encouraged the girls to always be confident. It was 
truly a wonderful evening. Teachers and staff members 
participated in the event and also shared a catered dinner 
with our girls. It was a time for us to bond and show 
unwavering support for our girls as we continue to build 
relationships with them.

Week of the Young Child

As this is the week of the young child, our youngest 
learners are in full celebration. They started the week 
with a dance party and the music was provided by our 
resident DJ, Mr. Azzarto. Ms. Gerson is our 6th grade 
math teacher and she taught our kindergarten students 
yoga. They showed their flexibility in many poses. 
Students explored our local firehouse and ended the 
week with activity centers outside on a bright sunny day. 
Our kindergarten and first grade teachers did a great job 
planning activities for our students and there have been 
nothing but smiles all week long.

A Note from the Nurse

I am very excited to report that Connors School 
raised $1,501.81 for Pennies for Patients. That is 
2.5 times more than last year. The 1st place class 
that receives a free pizza party is Ms. Ayers’ 
kindergarten class, which raised $269.21.  2nd 
place receives an ice cream party and that class 
is Ms. E. Rodriguez’s kindergarten class which 
raised $225.41. And 3rd place, who also receive 
an ice cream party, is Ms. Canino’s 2nd grade 
class which raised $171.99. Congratulations to 
everyone for a job well done!

Just a reminder to the 5th grade students & parents….

There are 2 required immunizations to enter 6th grade as per the New Jersey 
Department of Health and Senior Services.

The 2 required immunizations are as follows:

1. N.J.A.C. 8:57-4.10: Diptheria, Tetanus and Pertussis Vaccine(DTaP).
Every child born on or after January 1, 1997 and entering or attending grade 6 on 
orafter September 1, 2008 shall have received one dose of DTaP, given no earlier 
than his/her 10th birthday.

2. N.J.A.C. 8:57-4:20: Meningococcal Vaccine

Every child born on or after January 1, 1997 and entering or attending grade 6 
shall have 1 dose of meningococcal vaccine such as the medically preferred 
meningococcal conjugate vaccine.

Please provide proof of immunization ASAP or by Sept. 7, 2017 or your child will 
not be allowed to start school on September 7, 2017.

Passport to Learning

In the Letras program, students learned the names of various animals in Spanish. 
As students practiced saying the names of the animals, they also created their own 
models out of clay to demonstrate the animal of their choice based on the pictures 
included in a bilingual book. Students were so excited to show off their creations 
while announcing their animal en español!

Guidance Counselor’s Update

During our monthly 
peace meetings Miss 
Lemberg is reading 
and discussing “Being 
Frank” by Donna 
Earnhardt. 
 
This story highlights 
the message, “honesty 
is the best policy,”  unless you’re hurting someone’s 
feelings. Frank learns the hard way that telling the truth 
is always important, but it is best said with “more sugar 
and less pepper”.

After reading, students worked in groups to determine 
which statements were “pepper” and changed them to 
“sugar.” 
 
It can be a difficult lesson for children to learn the fine 
balancing act between tactful honesty and telling too much 
truth. Help your student practice these tricky situations 
by role playing different scenarios. Role playing will 
help your child feel prepared when confronted with 
uncomfortable situations. 

Week of the Young Child

Our music students are preparing for many upcoming 
concerts and events.   Fourth grade band students are 
exploring playing in an ensemble with many different 
instruments. The fifth and sixth grade band students 
are advancing their level by working on Centuries by 
American rock band “Fall Out Boy”.  The performance 
goal is to raise the music reading level of the instrumental 
students by studying challenging pop arrangements. The 
third through sixth grade chorus students are working on 
choral literature; requiring them to sing in two and three 
part harmony.  This is an advanced skill that will help 
them in the middle and high school choral programs. 
Our American Young Voices vocal students are actively 
preparing for the concert on June 1st at Prudential 
Center.  They will perform two selections for our spring 
concert as well.  Performance goals for this group are: 
memorizing music, singing with other soloists and a live 
band, and singing in multiple parts.  We appreciate the 
parent support we have received for student attendance 
and participation in this program! Young Voices Passport 
students are doing a great job singing a collection of 
Disney songs.  I’d like to commend Madison Gray for 
being an excellent student leader for the young members 
of this group.  Other student leaders who help with 
the weekly pre-K music classes are: Charlotte Yang, 
Teagan Clark, Erica Schelmety, and Naomi Cooke.  
These students are great leaders for our youngest music 
students!

Upcoming Concerts:

May 25th  District Concert
  7:00 PM | HHS Auditorium

May 26th  District Music Assembly 
  9:00 AM | HHS Auditorium

June 1st  American Young Voices Choral Festival
  Prudential Center 

June 5th Music Department Evening Performance 
  Time TBA | Sinatra Park

June 13th Wallace Music Show  
  School Day Performances

Music Department Update

This past week, Wallace School was proud to recognize The Week of the Young 
Child from April 24 through April 28. All throughout the campus our Pre-K and 
Kindergarten friends engaged in some awesome, fun activities. The Week of the 
Young Child is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children celebrating early learning, young children, their 
teachers, and families (according to NAEYC.org). Here at Wallace, our students 
had the opportunity to draw on the playground with chalk, have a bubble party with 
the help of some of our sixth grade friends, take a Zumba class, and dress up for 
90s Day and Cowboy/Cowgirl day (just to name a few activities!) They finished 
off the week with a pajama movie party. Thanks to our Mile Square friends for 
participating as well. They invited our friends in Ms. Looney’s class, Mr. Mautone’s 
class, Mrs. Conway’s, and Mrs. Reading’s class to participate in a tie-dye parade 
around the block. Check out the photos below and stay tuned for more next week. 
A very gracious “thank you” to all of our teachers and paraprofessionals who made 
this week of celebration such a wild success. 

Mr. Bartlett and some Kindergarten friends during the pajama movie party. 

Some friends get into the fun on Cowboy/Cowgirl Day.

Mr. Shannon gets in on some painting fun with some friends in Mrs. Fernandez’s 
class. 

4th Graders Win Junior Mock Trial

On Thursday, April 27, Mrs. Arnone’s fourth grade class 
won a mock trial competition at the William J. Brennan 
Courthouse in Jersey City. Her class came in ahead of 
other schools from around Hudson County. The students 
played various roles as they argued the case of Gold E. 
Locks vs. The Three Bears. The students are invited to 
attend an awards ceremony this Monday, May 1. Job 
well done by all!

Wonderful Work at Wallace

After reading Afternoon on the Amazon from The Magic 
Tree House series, the students in Ms. Fernandez’s 
kindergarten class were assigned to construct a diorama 
of the Amazon rainforest. Students conducted research 
and provided at least five interesting facts to their peers 
in a public speaking exercise. Job well done by all!

Ms. Versaci’s latest hot topic had students ponder how to 
help the environment.

Students to Be Honored at Rutgers
Three of Hoboken Middle School’s 
students have earned High Honors during 
the 2015-2016 Johns Hopkins Center for 
Talented Youth Talent Search and will 
be recognized at an award ceremony at 
Rutgers University on May 20, 2017.  
30,000 students from the U.S. and abroad 
were tested as part of the CTY Talent 
Search last May.  Tomek Botwicz (8th 
grade), Seshan Ganesan (8th grade), and 
Leo Papaneophytou (7th grade) were 
among 20% of students who achieved 
scores at this level.  

Congratulations, Tomek, Seshan, and Leo! Your parents, peers, and teachers are 
proud of your accomplishments and look forward to all your future endeavours.

Inside the Classroom...

Coming off of testing, Ms. Geleailen’s students have 
been completing a PBA (problem-based assessment) 
that asks them to use their characterization and empathy 
skills to put themselves in the shoes of one of the 
secondary characters from our novel, Mockingbird.  
Josh is a troubled young man and seems to be trying to 
reform himself, but finds that people have a hard time 
letting go of his past indiscretions.  ELA teachers have 
found that our students do a wonderful job using their 
imaginations and various writing techniques to complete 
their narrative assessments.  

Students in Miss Minogue’s 7th grade English class just 
began their new novel, Mockingbird, which is about a 
10-year-old girl with Asperger syndrome, a form of 
autism, who is coping with the death of her older brother 
in a school shooting. We created a K-W-L chart regarding 
what we know about autism and then have been adding 
more to what we’re learning as we read. We watched 
some videos of real people who have autism to bring in 
various perspectives and create background knowledge 
for students as we read. We also are examining the 
characteristics of Caitlyn, the main character, and what 
the text reveals about her personality.

ELA

Ms. Gennarelli’s students 
recently learned about scale 
factors in the pre-algebra 
math class and then created 
dream bedrooms and floor 
plans for their dream houses. 
The students first made a 
list of rooms they would 
want in their house and then 
came up with dimensions 
and converted the actual 
measurements to scaled 
measurements in order to make scale drawings/blueprints 
of the houses. The students appeared to really enjoy this 
activity while the PARCC assessment was going on.

Mathematics

Virtual Field Trip

Students in Miss Minogue’s 8th grade English 
class participated in a virtual field trip presented 
by Discovery Education on the health effects of 
e-cigarette use. First, they began by answering 
a few questions on chart paper about the U.S. 
Surgeon General’s report on e-cigarettes and 
on their opinion of e-cigarettes. Students then 
circulated around the room and responded to 
others using “silent conversation”, that is, writing 
their rebuttals and comments on that same paper, 
stating whether they agreed with their classmates’ 
statements.  Then we watched the virtual field trip 
online and asked questions throughout. Students’ 
interest levels were definitely high and these 8th 
graders were able to bring in background knowledge and ask critical questions 
about the effects of e-cigarettes on health, sparking a lively and on-topic classroom 
conversation. 

The students inf Mr. D’Bernado’s social studies class 
have decided to “level up” their academic roles and 
responsibilities by taking their writing skills to the next 
level when interpreting life during the 1920’s.

Social Studies
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